Carroll County Special Education Citizen’s Advisory Council (CarrollCo-SECAC)

Minutes from the meeting of Thursday, May 27, 2004
Carroll Springs School ~ Westminster, Maryland
 
     The Carroll County Special Education Citizen’s Advisory Council (CarrollCo-SECAC) met on May 27, 2004 at the Carroll Springs School, Westminster, Maryland from 7 to 9 P.M. The meeting focused on updates and the election of officers. Approximately 25 people were in attendance representing; parents, educators, administrators, local agencies, and organizations.

     Sharon Glass, Co-Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  Sharon started things off by reviewing & correcting the previous meeting’s (March 25, 2004) minutes and ground rules. Sharon thanked Rose Ann Fischer for organizing the potluck supper for this meeting. Sharon Ihde volunteered the Outreach workgroup to provide the August meeting’s food. While, Robin Farinholdt volunteered the Policies workgroup to provide the October meeting’s food. 

     Kelli Nelson updated the group next on the status of the SECAC regs. On Tuesday, MSDE received permission to publish the regs in the Maryland State  Register. This will be followed by a 60 day comment period and 5 regional forums. Testimony, faxes and e-mails will all be solicited and accepted. Related  info on this was and will be  posted on the list serve. Additional info to include publishing dates and hearing dates will be updated &  circulated . All of this will be happening over the summer and all interested parties were urged to review and stay abreast of developments via the list serve. It was also noted that the State Superintendents  were only willing to endorse the regs in their current proposed form. As the regs will probably pass as is, there would then be (as with all counties) $2,500. to spend. Stevie Savar will be required to submit a plan to MSDE  for itemizing how the money would   be spent.

      Additionally, it was announced that Molly Riggs will be holding Assistive Technology workshops covering such topics; as Intellikeys, Kurzweil and Boardmaker  on July 12, 19 & 26, 2004  from 9am to 2pm at the Carroll Springs School. You can call 410-751-3292 x-224 for further info.   These are fabulous opportunities to learn from a real pro!

     A consensus was also reached that even though information was/is posted to the list serve, limited hard copies of information would be available at the meetings.

     Mona Freedman reminded us that the World of Possibilities Disabilities Expo will be held on June 25-27, 2004. Participants are expected not only from Maryland and the U.S. but from international countries as well. Caring Communities is sponsoring the event and 48 workshops highlighting new equipment and trends will be featured. Free passes were provided at the meeting.  Thousands of attendees are expected. World of Possibilities educates, informs and provides a useful exchange of ideas for persons with disabilities, their families, healthcare and education professionals. . For more info or to print more FREE passes go to www.caringcommunities.org.

    Next, Pam Miller, Co-Chair, introduced having an Open Forum segment at the monthly meetings. Pam explained that these segments would be a 10-15 minute period where issues could be raised. Due to time constraints naturally, these issues would not be necessarily resolved right there and then but serve as a vehicle to plan to set specific time to address issues. Stevie Savar interjected that issues could be submitted in writing as well. Kelli Nelson proceeded to remind everyone that we all need to keep an open mind and be more empathetic to our fellow members. It was noted that if someone does something to offend you, you should go directly to that person instead of posting it to the list serve.  Kelli further noted that “sometimes there seems to be a divide”. Respectfully & logically, everyone not only needs to keep an open mind but also needs to initiate & maintain an open dialogue with others before jumping to any erroneous conclusions. Stevie added that it would break her heart “if the group fell apart”… if we can’t get along as a group then what kind of model or example for our kids are we setting?  Moreover, how will we be able to do what we need to do for our kids in the county? It was emphasized that we need to be more cohesive.  A suggestion to consider holding a retreat over the summer was also made. Jean Kraynik noted that PAGER represents all disabilities and suggested that each of the different groups represented at SECAC could do a presentation on what their  group is all about.  Additionally, it was also proposed that group presentations could also  be made at the State of Special Education Night in September. Kelli further emphasized   that she didn’t mean to be criticizing or lecturing but that we needed to move forward. Most especially, it was highlighted that we should not forget that “it’s really about the kids”.

     Stevie Savar then proceeded to give the group her “annual progress report” which included:

q     The Board-Appointed Standing Committee Report to the Board(circulated)

q     The CCPS Special Education Final Staffing Plan Report (circulated)

q     Information on numerous & various grants which have been or shortly will be submitted.

Some of the grants discussed were:

1.      The Federal Pass Through Grant- a non-competitive grant where the Federal government gives money to the states and they in turn actually   turn it  around and give it to the local jurisdictions.

2.      The CLIG (for infants & toddlers) -   a non-competitive grant where federal monies are also passed through to the state and then locally.  

 

           4 other competitive grants in the works will seek to:

q     Continue to train teachers in researched based methodologies like the Wilson Reading Program

q     Strengthen math intervention training at the elementary school level 

q     Provide additional support, training and utilization of paraprofessionals

q     Forge a partnership with Carroll County Public Libraries where tutors trained  in multi-sensory approaches/techniques  & supported by  funded software would be on site for students

q     Solidify a partnership with Carroll Community College utilizing some of their students as paraprofessionals who could concentrate on math & reading interventions for example.

q     Pre-school grant that will be requesting additional pre-school teachers, SPL’s & OT’s

q     Provide seamless services from birth to 5 years old

q     Add additional general and special education teachers trained in various multi-sensory approaches and methodologies.

 

The Respite Care Home supervised by CHANGE also had its grand opening this week. It’s a beautiful facility not only providing respite but where post-secondary training of students also can hopefully be expanded.

    Next, Pam Miller current Co-Chair (who will be taking a family support services coordinator position at the state level) established that a quorum was present.

     A vote (22 voting eligible members present) was taken and the following people were elected as the CarrollCo-SECAC Officers effective October 2004:

1.      Beth Lee- Co-Chair

2.      Sharon Glass- Co-Chair       

3.      Vicki Duerr- Secretary

4.      Sharon Ihde- Treasurer

 

  The following sub-committee meetings were announced:

1.      By-Laws- June 17, 2004

2.      Training-Chair Beth Lee- To be announced

3.      Outreach- Chair Sharon Ihde-  June 24, 2004 @ 7pm

4.      Policies- Robin Farinholdt- June 24, 2004 @ 7pm

5.      Services- Mona Feedman & Don Rowe- to meet sometime in July.

 

  The meeting was adjourned. Wishing everyone a great Summer!

 

  The next CarrollCo-SECAC meetings will be on August 26, 2004 and September 23, 2004 (State of Special Education).

 

Respectfully submitted by Vicki Duerr, and Sharon Glass & Pam Miller, Co-Chairpersons.

